
Policy JFAA Admission of Resident Students 

Issued 11/08 

Purpose: To establish the basic structure for admitting to district schools those students who 
reside in the district. 

Generally, all persons of legally defined and mandated school age who reside in the district may 
attend the free public schools of the district, in the school attendance zone in which they reside. 
Alternative assignments may be made to address the needs of identified populations. 

Criteria for Aadmission 

Thus, the public schools will admit those students who live in the district provided the student 
meets any of the following criteria. 

 lives with his/her parents 

 lives with his/her guardian 

 lives with his/her foster parents 

 lives with a person who has been awarded custody of him/her by a court of law 

 is emancipated pursuant to state   (18 years of age, married female or declared 
emancipated by a court of law) 

 is homeless or is a child of a homeless individual, as defined in Public Law 100-77 

 lives in a residential community-based care facility licensed by the South Carolina 
Department of Social Services or operated by the South Carolina Department of Social 
Services or the South Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice. 

Guardianship 

Additionally, Board policy requires that a student live with a parent or court-appointed, legal 
guardian to be admitted to the district schools.  However, in unusual circumstances the 
superintendent or his/her designee may grant permission for the student to enroll without legal 
guardianship papers.  

If an adult resident of the district signs an affidavit pursant  to section 59-63-(3) of the South 
Carolina Code of Law the district will admit a student who lives with the resident provided the 
child resides with them as a result of any of the following. 

 the death, serious illness or incarceration of a parent/legal guardian 

 the relinquishment by a parent of the complete control of the child as evidenced by the 
failure to provide substantial financial support and parental guidance 

 abuse or neglect by a parent/legal guardian 

 the physical or mental condition of a parent/legal guardian is such that he/she cannot 
provide adequate care and supervision of the child 



 a parent/legal guardian's homelessness, as that term is defined by Public Law 100-77 

 a parent/legal guardian's military deployment or call to active duty more than 70 miles 
from his/her residence for a period greater than 60 days; provided, however, that if the 
child's parent/legal guardian returns from such military deployment or active duty prior 
to the end of the school year, the child may finish that school year in the school he/she 
attends without charge even if the child resides in another school district for the 
remainder of the school year due to his/her parent/legal guardian returning home 

Proof of Rresidency 

Richland School District One requires that a parent/guardian provide two proofs of residency in 
order for the child to attend school  within Richland School District One. 

The usual d  Acceptable documents to establish proof of residency include but are not not 
limited  to the following:  that are requested for this purpose are as follows. 

 a copy of the parent/legal guardian’s current monthly utility bill (gas, water, electric, 
cable) showing his/her correct legal name and address 

 a copy of the parent/legal guardian’s current monthly land line phone bill showing 
his/her correct  legal name and address 

 a  current copy of the parent/legal guardian’s deed, rental lease or or real estate contract 
showing his/her legal correct name and address. 

The district registrar reserves the right to request additional proofs in instances when those 
presented do not sufficiently demonstrate physical presence, 

In all cases a A copy of the parent/legal guardian’s South Carolina driver’s license will be 
required as a means of verifying identification.  Providing the above mentioned documents does 
not necessarily establish bona fide residency. 

 

If an adult resident of the district signs an affidavit as required by law, the district will admit a 
student who lives with the resident an adult provided the child resides with the  adult them as a 
result of any of the following. 

 the death, serious illness or incarceration of a parent/legal guardian 

 the relinquishment by a parent of the complete control of the child as evidenced by the 
failure to provide substantial financial support and parental guidance 

 abuse or neglect by a parent/legal guardian 

 the physical or mental condition of a parent/legal guardian is such that he/she cannot 
provide adequate care and supervision of the child 

 a parent/legal guardian's homelessness, as that term is defined by Public Law 100-77 

 a parent/legal guardian's military deployment or call to active duty more than 70 miles 
from his/her residence for a period greater than 60 days; provided, however, that if the 



child's parent/legal guardian returns from such military deployment or active duty prior 
to the end of the school year, the child may finish that school year in the school he/she 
attends without charge even if the child resides in another school district for the 
remainder of the school year due to his/her parent/legal guardian returning home 

In all cases the student must have maintained a satisfactory scholastic record in accordance with 
scholastic standards of achievement set by the board and must not have been guilty of violating 
the rules of conduct and behavior that must be met by all students as a condition to the right to 
attend the public schools of the district as set by the board. 

In all cases it is expected that any student admitted into the district Once admitted into the 
district it is expected that all students will adhere to the student code of conduct and scholastic 
standards of achievement set by the board. 

The district will not deny admission to any student on the basis of race, religion, color, creed, 
sex, national origin or disabling condition. 
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Legal references: 

Federal Law: 

Homeless Assistance Act, Pub.L.No. 100-77, 101 Stat. 482-538 (1987), also 
known as the McKinney Act. 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 - Prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, religion or sex. 

Uniform Tax Act (Section 1524, Internal Code) Section 610 E, Code Section 6676 
E - All dependents age five and above required to have social security number. 

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, P.L. 107-110, Section 4155. 

S.C. Code of Laws, 1976, as amended: 

Section 16-1-60 - Violent crimes. 

Section 44-29-180 - Student must show immunization prior to admission. 

Section 59-63-30 - Qualifications for attendance. 

Section 59-63-31 - Additional qualifications for attendance at public school. 

Section 59-63-32 - Requirements to enroll child in public school; affidavit; 
penalties for providing false information. 



Section 59-63-217 - Board of trustees may consider non-school records and prior 
school disciplinary records in determining whether a school district may refuse to 
enroll a student for the first time. 

Section 59-63-390 - Ages of attendance. 

Sections 59-63-480 and 490 - Attendance of non-resident students. 

Section 59-19-90(10) - Power of board to transfer and assign pupils. 

State Board of Education Regulations: 

R-43-272 - School admission. 

State Board of Health and Environmental Control Regulations: 

R-61-8 - Immunization of students. 

U.S. Supreme Court: 

Parents Involved in Community Schools v. Seattle School District No. 1, 127 S. Ct. 
2738 (2007). 
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The policy of the board provides that the district will determine conditions under which a child 
will live in the district and be eligible to attend its schools if they do not live with their parents 
or legal iguardian. Further the district will determine when tuition is required. f neither the 
parent nor the legal guardian lives in Richland County, there are other conditions under which a 
child may live in the district and still be eligible to attend its schools. As provided in policy 
JFAA, when children are forced by circumstances to live in the district but away from 
parents/legal guardians, they may be entitled to attend without payment of tuition. However, if 
it can be established that such children are living in the district for the sole purpose of attending 
its schools, then they may be required to pay tuition. Principals having students in their schools 
living with someone other than parents/legal guardians should consult the superintendent's 
designee if there is any doubt concerning their rights to attend school in the district. 

Principals are required expected to establish that all students in their respective schools are 
entitled to be there..  To be eligible to attend a given school, a child must live in the zone, either 
with his/her natural parents or with a legally established guardian. 

To be eligible to attend a given school, a child must live in the zone, either with his/her natural 
parents or with a legally established guardian.   

If a student lives with someone other than his/her natural parents, the principal or his/her 
designee must do the following. 

 Require the student or his/her guardian to bring a copy of the guardianship papers to 
school for inspection. Schools may accept the following documents to include but not be 
limited to: court order, foster care paperwork, adoption documents,paperwork, and 
divorce decree and military paperwork. 

 In the absence of such documentation individuals must report to the District Registrar for 
a determination. 

Additionally, children who live with an adult resident of the district as a result of the death, 
serious illness or incarceration of a parent/legal guardian; the relinquishment by a parent of 
complete control of the child; abuse or neglect by a parent/legal guardian; inability of a 
parent/legal guardian to care for a child due to a physical or mental condition; or the child's or 
parent's homelessness may attend school within the district if an affidavit is signed to that 
effect. 

Such affidavits are to be obtained through the district registrar's office. The school will be 
provided a copy of the affidavit to retain in the student's permanent record. Once such an 
affidavit has been filed, the school's only obligation regarding communicating about the student 
is to the signer of the affidavit. 



If it is found that the information presented in the affidavit is false, the principal will notify the 
parent/legal guardians of the revocation and right to appeal to the Director of Student Support 
Services or designee. Elementary and middle school students may be returned at the end of the 
semester.  High school students and middle school students enrolled in high school credit 
courses will return at the end of a semester or end of the school year to ensure that the student 
obtains the proper course credit.  Students may not be returned to their zoned schools before the 
10-day appeal ends.  The appeal must be made within 10 days to the Director of Support 
Services or his/her designee. During the appeal, the student is to remain at the school to which 
he/she was transferred.  The decision of the Director of Student Support Services or his/her 
designee is final.  the child must be removed from the school after notice has been given to the 
adult resident of the opportunity to appeal the removal. All appeals must be made within 10 
days to the Director of Student Support Services or his/her designee. in writing to the executive 
director for student intervention services. 

Admission/Assignment of overage high school students 

Definition of overage student 

A student initially entering the 9th grade who has attained the age of 16 years or older or a 
student who is classified, according to district policies, at two or more grade levels behind 
his/her graduating class. 

To meet the educational requirements of overage students entering or attending high school, the 
district will follow these procedures. 

 The overage student must have on file a complete transcript of all previous school 
records before enrolling in school. This rule will apply to students from both in-district 
schools and out-of-district schools. Students who do not have appropriate records or 
who owe debts to the sending school should be referred to the sending school, district 
student registrar or social worker for assistance in securing records. If the student does 
not return to the school with the required records within three days, a follow-up contact 
with the student will be made by the counselor or social worker to expedite proper 
placement of the student. 

 At the beginning of each school year or upon initial enrollment of an overage student, 
the student's counselor, guidance department chairman and social worker, if appropriate, 
will conduct a complete review of the student's records with input from teachers, 
psychological services and others to determine possible reasons for non-promotion and 
appropriate placement. 

 Upon completion of a records' review, the student's counselor will conduct 
student/parent conference to discuss the following. 

- requirements for graduation 

- exit exams 

- four-year plan 



- attendance requirements 

- behavior requirements 

- career plans/curriculum paths 

- other requirements 

 Students who are 17 years old or older and have not passed 50 percent or more of their 
courses as outlined in their four-year plan will be encouraged to enroll in other 
educational alternatives, such as the adult education program. 

 With signed consent of student and his/her parent/legal guardians the student will be 
enrolled in the most appropriate available courses, services and programs at the 
respective high school location (four-year plan). 

 The student's counselor will conduct a minimum of two individual counseling sessions 
during the school year to ascertain the student's progress and to provide assistance as 
needed. 

 If a student is identified as disabled, an interim IEP will be developed and current special 
education procedures will be followed. 

Any student returning from the juvenile justice system must meet with the hearing officer to 
determine placement. 
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